
Activity reflection: OIPS welcome back mixer 
 
 
As an international student it is difficult to come and settle in a foreign country at first. As an 
international student you don’t know a lot of people or don’t have enough connections which 
can help you settle, and you are completely on your own. To overcome this loneliness, it’s 
always good to interact with people and attend different events in university which can help 
you break the ice and get you along with the indigenous and other international students. In my 
case, I tried the same, to cover up my home sickness and loneliness. I attended OIPS (office of 
international programs services) welcome back mixer, where I met different international 
students from different ethnicities. This event helped me in many ways, first and foremost I 
met new people and made some new friends and then I also met people from my own major 
data analytics, some were in their last year and other were just starting, so this event helped 
me to clear all the questions which I had regarding my own major and field. It let me ask all the 
questions from my seniors. We had food together, we played different games and most 
interesting part was I got my first signature mason tee shirt from this event. 
 
Furthermore, I met people from different majors as well and I exchanged my number with 
some of them, so I think those people can help in adjusting with university’s environment and 
life as well. Nowadays, it’s very important to have connections because they could you help in 
future and can help you in problems related university and by this I can feel more secure and at 
home. The students from data analytics department gave me tips and useful information about 
our department, subjects and teachers. It is always good to have information about your 
course; what professors expect from you; how you should manage your study; what is the 
grading criteria and what of kind assignments and projects you should expect to do in future. 
 
Apart from the academic discussions this event was mainly to socialize and interact with people 
and I enjoyed this event a lot. We all played kahoot game and then we had food and met the 
staff of OIPS department, so it was a fun packed event. In future, I will definitely join different 
events happening in university and want to learn different cultures as much as I can because 
when you are exposed to different people and different environment you learn a lot. As I 
mentioned earlier, these events are not only for fun you can meet people from your domain as 
well and can learn from their experience and in future those people could help you in market, 
they can help you land a good job, or can give insights about the job industry, or can help you 
prepare for job interviews and different tests. 
 
In the end, I would say that these events are most important memories of a person’s life and 
these memories are which a person cherish the most once he or she graduates.  
 


